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Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31; John 16.12-15


Today the Church celebrates Trinity Sunday, and today the Western world, at least, celebrates Father’s Day.

According to the Book of Common Prayer, in the service of Holy Communion, the priest says the words, ‘We should at all times … give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God.’  But the rubrics state that, ‘These words [Holy Father] must be omitted on Trinity Sunday.’

God is one, and God is three.  We do well to think of God as our loving, heavenly Father, but there’s more to God than that.

I remember hearing a story, years ago, about a Victorian priest, who had numerous children, but wasn’t exactly a hands-on father.  At the Village Fete one year, he met a small girl who seemed familiar.  ‘And whose child are you, my dear?,’ he asked her, indulgently.  ‘Yours, father!,’ she replied, with tears in her eyes.

We have grown up with the idea, which I suspect is only partly true, that the Victorian father was a remote, authoritarian figure.  And we sometimes project that image of fatherhood onto God, our heavenly Father.  We sometimes think of God as a remote, authoritarian figure.  But the prophet Hosea speaks of God as follows,

When Israel was a child, I loved him.  …

3 It was I who taught Ephraim to walk,
   I took them up in my arms.  …
4 I led them with cords of human kindness,
   with bands of love.
I was to them like those
   who lift infants to their cheeks. 
   I bent down to them and fed them.

Just as Mothering Sunday is not all about Mums, so Father’s Day, in my view, is not all about Dads.  What’s important is the mothering, or the fathering.  And you can’t be a mother or a father in isolation.  What’s important is the quality of the relationship between a parent and their child.

And, on Trinity Sunday, we celebrate the fact that God is three, and God is one.  There are three persons in the Holy Trinity; there is relationship at the heart of the Godhead.  

In Thought for Day on Radio 4, on Tuesday of last week, the Bishop of Blackburn, the Rt Revd Philip North, spoke as follows:

When I read the Gospels, I’m always struck by how Jesus spends relatively little time laying out ideas.  …  He spends more time building relationships, and growing community.  …  At the Last Supper, … he doesn’t tell [his followers] what to believe; … instead, he teaches them how to belong to each other, how to be responsible for each other, and how to love each other.  

If you want to change things, good ideas aren’t enough.  It also needs good relationships.  …  Healthy churches invariably feature … people who don’t just share common gaols, but who are also purposeful in building good relationships.  …  Time spent attending to each other, and simply listening, is never time wasted.  Because, whilst ideas matter, it is relationships that change the world.  

Of course, there will always be feuds.  In fact, some conflict is necessary, and even productive.  But, when … people share, not just a vision, but a sustained commitment to each other, anything can happen.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0lhctys] 


We are all children of our loving, heavenly Father, and Jesus said, 

Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  (John 13.34)

May the loving relationship at the heart of the Holy Trinity be reflected in this church, and in our worship.  In the words of the hymn, 

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of [God] shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome,
All are welcome in this place.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Marty Haugen (b. 1950).] 



