Sermon at Norham Church and on Zoom 
The Sixth Sunday after Trinity, 27th July 2025


Colossians 2.6-19; Luke 11.1-13


A verse from today’s first Bible reading:

As you … have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith.

When I was a young man, exploring my vocation, I went to visit a priest who asked me what I thought it was that made someone a Christian, or marked someone out as a Christian.  I talked a bit about the way a Christian should lead a good life, treating other people with dignity and respect, practising acts of mercy, and so on.  When I had finished, he said something along the lines of, ‘That’s all very well, but you haven’t mentioned Jesus Christ.’

That was an eye-opener for me, and a little later I came across the phrase, ‘For the Christian, Christ comes first.’  Which is obvious, when you think about it.  The clue is in the name: for the Christian, Christ comes first.

This is not to say that treating other people with dignity and respect, and practising acts of mercy, are unimportant.  But we need to get things in the right order.  For the Christian, Christ comes first.  If we are rooted in Christ, then we will, as a matter of course, produce the fruit of good works.  

And so I worked out, in my own mind, that a Christian is someone who seeks to follow Christ.  It’s as simple as that.  And it’s as difficult as that, because what does it mean to follow Christ?  Well, Paul went on to say to the Colossians,

Do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing festivals.  …  18Do not let anyone disqualify you, … puffed up … by a human way of thinking.

Human beings, being human, have a tendency to create religious rituals, such as crossing themselves, as a way of expressing their faith in God.  And rightly so, because we are bodily creatures, and we can use our bodies, as well as our minds and feelings, to express our faith and trust in God.  But sometimes we mistake the expression of our faith as the substance of our faith, and we can end up being religious, rather than spiritual.  Jesus himself warned against this tendency, when he said to the scribes and Pharisees, 

For the sake of your tradition, you make void the word of God. 7You hypocrites!  (Matthew 15.6-9)

And, 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith.  (Matthew 23.23)

So, rather than being religious, St Paul said to the Colossians that we should be

rooted and built up in [Christ], … holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body … grows with a growth that is from God.

And, in speaking of the body, Paul was referring to the body of the Church.  As individuals, we grow in faith and trust in God, by worshipping with others who, like us, are seeking to follow Christ.  We all need our brothers and sisters in Christ, to help us find our way on the journey of faith.

A Christian is someone who seeks to follow Christ.  And, in today’s Gospel, Christ himself said,

Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

As a general rule, God does not make himself obvious.  We might think that being a Christian would be a lot easier if only God made himself more obvious!  But God doesn’t work that way.  God reveals himself in the world, but, at the same time, God conceals himself in his revelation.  According to the 17thC philosopher, Blaise Pascal, 

God deliberately hides himself in the world … because he is not the God who stands at the end of an argument, who can be acknowledged and then ignored.  …  He hides himself so that those who are idly curious, who don’t really want that kind of relationship with God and are only playing theological games, will not find him.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Graham Tomlin, Church Times, 12th September 1997.] 


God wants us to seek him, and it is in seeking God that we find him, in the sense that we gradually realise that God has been with us all along.

Jesus said,

If you then, … know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!

The thing about the Holy Spirit is, that, like the wind, he cannot be seen, and cannot be pinned down.  Some of us, sometimes, are blessed by a spiritual experience that we remember for the rest of our lives.  For most of us, perhaps, the discernment of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives is itself the work of a lifetime.  

Either way, as brothers and sisters in Christ, we are the body of Christ.  And the worshipping community would not exist were it not for the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the church.  So the Holy Spirit is already at work among us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Holy Spirit, like the wind, is always on the move, and we too, as followers of Christ, must needs be always on the move, as we grow in the knowledge and love of God.  Not for nothing are Christians called a pilgrim people, and followers of The Way.  The irony is that we become, as St Paul says, ‘rooted … in [Christ] and established in the faith’ not by standing still, but by, as Jesus says, continually asking, searching and knocking – asking questions about the Christian faith; searching for a deeper understanding; and knocking, as it were, on the door of heaven, for God to give us what we truly need.
