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Exodus 2.1-10; Luke 2.33-35


Some time ago, the Norham Church Council agreed that, early in 2025, I should preach on the need for the church to recruit a new churchwarden.  William Jackson is standing down after more than ten years in the role, and has done an exemplary job.  We have one new churchwarden lined up for the Annual Meeting in May, but we need to find another person willing to be the second churchwarden.

You might be thinking to yourselves, What has this got to do with Mothering Sunday?  I must confess that, while planning when to preach on the need for a new churchwarden, I initially thought, Well, Mothering Sunday wouldn’t be the right time.  But then I thought, Perhaps Mothering Sunday would be a very good time!

I was catching up on Call the Midwife recently, and watched the episode that includes the Poplar ‘Mother of the Year’ competition.  It is won by, of all people, Sister Julienne, because, as two of the other Sisters say, ‘She has soothed the sick and fed the hungry.  She has given counsel, offered consolation, and she has dried tears.  She has performed a mother’s work … and, like a mother, she has sought no thanks.’

In other words, you can perform ‘a mother’s work’ without necessarily being a mother.  Being a mother is what some people are, whereas mothering – as in Mothering Sunday – is what everyone can do.  

Earlier in the episode, the somewhat annoying Sister Monica Joan had said of Sister Julienne, ‘You speak less like a sister in the vowed life than the vexed parent of recalcitrant offspring,’ to which Sister Julienne replied, somewhat crossly, ‘That is not a coincidence, for that is exactly how I feel!’

In other words, a mother is not always perfectly calm and serene.  The Bible tells us that even Mary, the mother of Jesus, got cross with him sometimes.  There is no such thing as a perfect mother.  To be a good enough mother is, indeed, good enough!

And elsewhere in the same episode, Vi Buckle makes the profound statement, ‘People can be mothers in lots of different ways,’ which I would like to rephrase slightly as, ‘Lots of different people can behave in a mothering way.’

Mothers love and care for their children.  And they demonstrate that love in practical action, like my own dear Mum, as I still remember, wrapping a scarf around my neck before I set off for school on a winter’s day.  A good enough mother helps her children to thrive.

And this is where the link to being a churchwarden comes in.  A churchwarden cares for the fabric of the church building, just as a mother cares for the physical wellbeing of her children.  I’ve been reading a book called, ‘How Village Churches Thrive,’ which has a chapter on church buildings, and makes the point that caring for the church building is ‘practical love in action.’

All the people who care for the fabric of Norham Church are exercising what I might call a ministry of mothering, because they help to create a loving environment in which the people of God can thrive.  And, in particular, by caring for the practicalities of Norham Church, the churchwardens help to nurture the faith and wellbeing of those who worship here.

I started by saying that William Jackson has been an exemplary churchwarden, and some of you might be thinking, I could never follow in his footsteps.  I have three things to say to that.

First, no one is ever ready to become a mother.  You become a mother by being a mother, and learning on the job.  (And, by the way, William Jackson, as Church Treasurer, will be on hand to offer advice and guidance to the new churchwarden.)

Second, you don’t have to be perfect to be a churchwarden.  To be a good enough churchwarden is, indeed, good enough!

And third, just as ‘people can be mothers in lots of different ways,’ so people can be churchwardens in lots of different ways.  The choice we face is not between an exemplary churchwarden, and a good enough churchwarden.  The choice we face is between a good enough churchwarden, and no churchwarden.  And a good enough churchwarden is infinitely better than no churchwarden!

So please ask ourselves, this Mothering Sunday, Might God be calling me to be one of the churchwardens at Norham Church?  The fact that I am asking you might be God’s way of calling you.  

Or think to yourselves, Who else among us might be a good enough churchwarden?  And put the question to them.

And please speak to me or William Jackson at any time over the next few weeks.  What starts out as a crazy idea can sometimes turn out to make good sense – like preaching about churchwardens on Mothering Sunday!
