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The Day of Pentecost, 8th June 2025


Acts 2.1-21; John 14.8-17, 25-27


For one reason or another, I have not preached a ‘proper’ sermon since the Second Sunday of Easter, when the Gospel was the story of so-called ‘doubting Thomas’, who said,

Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, … I will not believe.  (John 20.25)

Philip was, you might think, no better or worse than Thomas, when he said, as we heard in today’s Gospel, 

Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.

You can almost hear Jesus thinking, ‘For flip’s sake, Philip!  You’ve been with me all this time, and still you’re not satisfied!’  

But Jesus, being Jesus, counts to ten, and keeps his temper, and replies,

Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?  Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?

As St Paul said, in his Letter to the Colossians, Christ is ‘the image of the invisible God.’  And, as we say in the Eucharistic Prayer on Christmas Day, 

In [Christ] we see our God made visible 
and … are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.

This all makes sense.  God, in Jesus, was seen on earth, and went about among us.  And yet, Jesus has ascended into heaven.  None of us, here today, has actually seen Jesus, and don’t we say that ‘seeing is believing’?  If only we could see God, then it would be so much easier to believe.

But ‘faith is not seeing things.’  Faith is more a matter of trust, than a matter of belief.  According to the Letter of James,

You believe that God is one; you do well.  Even the demons believe—and shudder.  (James 2.19)

There’s more to the life of faith than simply believing in God.  By coming to church on a Sunday morning, we become part of a faith community, that is, a community of people who, together, are learning to grow in the knowledge and love of God.  Faith is more about trust, than belief.  And it is sometimes said that ‘faith is caught, not taught.’  We learn to trust in God’s goodness, by spending time together.

In this life, we cannot see God face to face.  But the Holy Spirit gives life to the church.  As Jesus said in today’s Gospel,

I will ask the Father, and he will give you … the Spirit of truth.  …  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

We cannot see God the Holy Spirit, any more than we can see the wind.  But we can see the effect of the Holy Spirit, just as we can see the effect of the wind.  And St Paul said that the effect, or fruit, of the Holy Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control.  (Galatians 5.22‑23)

The more we see those things in the worshipping community, the more we see the Holy Spirit at work in the world.  Just as the man Jesus was the incarnation of God, so the worshipping community is – you might say – the incarnation of the Holy Spirit.  

On Christmas Day, we celebrate God coming down to earth in the person of Jesus.  At Easter, we celebrate Jesus dying on a cross, rising to new life, and – as we acted out last week – ascending into heaven.  And today we celebrate Jesus, as it were, coming back down to earth in the person of the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the church.  

Elsewhere in John’s Gospel, we read that,

Some Greeks … came to Philip, … and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’  (John 12.20‑21)

What would we do, if someone came to us, and said, ‘I wish to see Jesus’?  Perhaps the best thing we could do is … take them to church.
