Sermon at Norham Church 
Christ the King, 23rd November 2025


Colossians 1.11-20; Luke 23.33-43


Today’s first Bible reading is one of my favourite passages from the Bible: 

[God has] transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, … [who] is the image of the invisible God; … 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, … whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers.  …  In him all things hold together.  …  In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven.

I find this very reassuring, something to hold onto in troubled times.  Professor Linda Woodhead wrote in a paper, just last month, that, 

[the] long post-war period of peace, prosperity and liberal optimism [is coming] to a shuddering end.  …  [The] cheery belief in perpetual progress has staggered and fallen (along with secular progressivism and indeed secularism in general).  …  It is in this post-progressive context that I think the CofE has some more serious possibilities of connection with England than it has had for some time.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Linda Woodhead, ‘Parish, Prayer, Place, Past and Beauty – How the CofE Connects to England’, A reflection on the William Temple Foundation publication, Towards the Conversion of the CofE by the Rest of England, October 2025.] 


In a world that in some ways seems to be going mad, the church can provide an oasis of calm and, I would hope, a beacon of sanity.  No matter what happens, Christ is the king of the universe.  All thrones, dominions, rulers and powers are, by comparison, in the universal scheme of things, transitory and inconsequential.  In Christ, all things hold together.  Without Christ, nothing would continue to exist.  But, through Christ, everything will be reconciled to God, or put right with God.

I heard Nick Baines, the Bishop of Leeds, on the radio a few weeks ago.  He said that, when he prays the Lord’s Prayer, he sometimes emphasises, in his own mind, at least, particular words.  He says, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

In this way, Nick Baines not only prays for the coming of God’s Kingdom, but also against the authoritarian ‘thrones, dominions, rulers and powers’ of this present age, when they frustrate God’s will for the world.  I too, sometimes find it helpful, for me at least, to pray for the downfall of authoritarian rulers, who act as if might is right, and have little regard for the rule of law.

But we need to be careful here, lest we fall into the trap of thinking that God is necessarily on our side.  When Jesus was born, the people of Israel were waiting for a messiah who would fight on their behalf, and throw off the shackles of Imperial Rome.  In his temptation in the wilderness, when Jesus was working out his sense of mission, the devil 

showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  6And the devil said to him, ‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please.  (Luke 4.5‑6)
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But Jesus was having none of that!

And, after the feeding of the five thousand in the wilderness, 

When Jesus realized that [the people] were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  (John 6.15)

And then, of course, we have today’s second Bible Reading: 

The soldiers … mocked [Jesus], … saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’  …  40But … [one of the criminals] … said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’

In the verse of a hymn that is often sung during Passiontide,

Fuflilled is now what David told, 
in true prophetic song of old, 
how God the nations’ King should be; 
for God is reigning from the tree.

So God in Christ reigns on the cross.  And W. H. Vanstone wrote of God in Christ on the cross as follows: 

Therefore he who thee reveals
Hangs, O Father, on the tree
Helpless; and the nails and thorns
Tell of what thy love must be.

Thou art God; no monarch Thou 
Throned in easy state to reign; 
Thou art God, whose arms of love 
Aching, spent, the world sustain.

God in Christ reigns on the cross, and sustains the universe.  And so we’re back where we started: ‘In [Christ] all things hold together.’  

‘This is our God, the Servant King.’
