Sermon at Norham Church and on Zoom 
The Fifth Sunday after Trinity, 20th July 2025


Psalm 15; Colossians 1.15-28


Last Sunday, William Jackson and I gave a presentation about the St Cuthbert’s Project.  After the service, a parishioner said, ‘That was a good presentation.  It was better than a sermon.’  Well thank you very much, Joan Blake!

In my ‘boring’ sermon for today, I would like to start by referring to our first Bible reading, from Psalm 15:

LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  …
Whoever … speaks the truth from his heart.  …
He does no evil to his friend; 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbour.  …
But he honours those who fear the Lord.

It seems to me that today’s first Bible reading could be describing a church or worshipping community, in which all sorts and conditions of people seek to live together in harmony.  Of course, there are fallings out and misunderstandings from time to time, but, by and large, the church is a place where people try to understand and respect each other, as children of the same heavenly Father.  

Jesus himself said, 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  (John 13.35)

So the local church [or on-line worshipping community] is – or should be – a foretaste of the Kingdom of Heaven, where all people are treated with dignity and honour as God’s children.  The local church [or on-line worshipping community] is, you might say, a microcosm of something greater than itself.

That word, ‘microcosm,’ nicely brings us to our second Bible reading, which describes what has been called ‘The Cosmic Christ’:

[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers.  …  17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  ...  In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven.

Christ is himself, you could say, a microcosm of God; Christ is Lord of the universe;  and in Christ all things hold together.  

One of the turning points in my life of faith was when, as quite a young man, I was struggling to understand the apparent fact that most people, in this country at least, don’t seem to feel the need for salvation.  And, if people don’t need to be saved, then what has the church got to offer them?  One evening, I came to the realisation that all people need God, and specifically God in Christ, whether they realise it or not.  If ‘all things hold together’ in Christ, then, without Christ, none of us would be here, and the universe itself would not exist.

As I’ve grown older, I have come to realise that most, if not all, people, myself included, need to be saved in one way or another, not least from themselves.  But there are different kinds of needing to be saved, and there are no easy answers.  Part of the answer, it seems to me, is that, in the words of the Post Communion Prayer for the Second Sunday of Lent, ‘we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves.’  We are saved through our relationship with God, and our relationships with each other, which is where the church comes in.

Some Christians treat the life of faith as a zero-sum game, or a kind of binary competition, in which you either believe the right things, or you don’t; you’re either in the church, or you’re not; you are either saved, or not saved.  But, according to St Paul, ‘In [Christ] all things hold together … and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven.’  

Two principles flow from this, it seems to me.  Firstly, if all things are in Christ, then Christ is in all things.  Not only human beings, but the whole of creation – animals, trees, and rocks – are imbued with the glory of God.  And, secondly, if the entire cosmos is to be saved, then how can any one person not be saved?  When we realise, or absorb, the truth that God is in all things, and all things will be redeemed by God, then we will treat the Earth and its creatures with more love and respect, and we can let go of our anxious striving after things that may be important in themselves, but are not all-important.

I have a terrarium at home, which is a sealed glass jar, containing stones, soil and plants.  It is a self-contained environment, a kind of microcosm of the wider world, which I find fascinating, and enchanting.  Ben Newell has written a book about terrariums, entitled, Hello, Tiny World, in which he refers to the creatures in some of his terrariums as ‘custodians’.  It seems to me that he has a loving and respectful attitude to what he has created, which reflects God’s loving and respectful attitude towards the earth and its creatures.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]And it’s good for us to know our place in the universe.  Human beings are the custodians of the microcosm that we call Earth.  We ourselves are important, but not all-important, because God loves everything that he has made.
